
Blue Sky Regatta 

by Pam Miller 

The 49th running of the Commodore Lucas Invitational Regatta was held on a spectacular blue-sky day in mid-

October at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club (SPYC) at Pass-a-Grille.  Sixteen sailors raced in 14 Pram dinghy boats.  

The competition consisted of six races with each sailor having a ‘bye’ where they sat out a race.  As each race was 

completed, the sailors came into the dock and were then assigned a different boat for the next race so no one 

sailor had an advantage with the boat assigned. 

The Broad Reachers of SPYC at Pass-a-Grille were the organizing authority for the competition.  The Broad 

Reachers are a part of the Florida Women’s Sailing Association (FWSA) which was founded in 1973.  The FWSA has 

nine member clubs along the Southwest coast of Florida with more than seven hundred women racing once a 

week at their respective sailing clubs.  The sailing groups are as far south as Venice and as far north as Dunedin 

with most clubs located in the Tampa Bay area. 

All nine FWSA clubs were represented at the Lucas Cup regatta.  Racing started a little before 10:00 a.m. and ran 

continuously through 2:00 p.m.  As each sailor came to the dock, boat handlers were available to assist the sailors 

and their gear to the next boat.  The FWSA President, Linda Schwartz, and Vice-President, Lynne Randall, were 

among those volunteering as boat handlers. 

A triangle course was set where sailors completed the triangle and then sailed again to the windward mark and 

then the finish.  Winds were very light at 5 knots which made progress slow but steady.  Each race lasted 

approximately 20 minutes.   

The clear winner of the regatta was Lisa Ehrhart of the Luffing Lassies from the Sarasota Sailing Squadron.  She 

had 4 bullets, 1st place wins, and one 2nd place finish for a total of 6 points.  The Low Point scoring system was 

used.  The winner is the boat with the lowest score at the end of the event.  The first boat across the line gets 1 

point, the second 2 points, the third gets 3 and so on. 

The second-place winner was Cathy McNally of the Bow Chasers from Clearwater Yacht Club with a total of 15 

points.  Third place went to Sue Davidson of the Salty Sisters from St. Petersburg Yacht Club with 22 points.   

Carol Hansen, immediate past President of the FWSA, did a stellar job organizing the regatta and arranging for a 

delicious chicken summer salad to be served at the luncheon.  Gloria Davis of the Salty Sisters served as the 

Principal Race Officer and ensured a good course was set to challenge the sailors. 

The Commodore Lucas Invitational Regatta was established in 1972 to promote yacht racing among female sailing 

groups in the Tampa Bay area and to encourage proficiency in seamanship, sportsman-like conduct and 

outstanding proficiency in the sport of sailing.  This interclub regatta is always the first of the FWSA’s sailing season 

and is followed by nine more interclub regattas conducted in Prams or Sunfish sailboats, a Championship regatta 

held in Club 420 boats and a Rainbow Regatta held in Prams and Sunfish.  The regattas run October throughout 

May. 

Anyone interested in learning more about the Florida Women’s Sailing Association can contact 

fwsa.pres@gmail.com. 
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Photos w/ Possible Captions: 

 

At the first regatta of the FWSA season, the Pram boats line up for the start between the orange flag on the dock 

and the orange buoy in the water. 

 

The Pram boats head to the windward mark in the first race of the day. 



 

Sailors in boat 04 and 05 have rounded the windward mark and head downwind as the other sailors work to get 

around the mark. 

On a blue sky day in October at Pass-a-Grille, the majority of sailors make their way to the windward mark as 

three of the racers’ head downwind to the gybe mark. 

 



 

Lisa Ehrhart of the Luffing Lassies from Sarasota Sailing Squadron walked away with the Commodore Lucas 

Invitational win scoring a low of six points. 


